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Part 1

Please discuss the following questions pertaining to pp. 2-52 of Amos Fortune, Free Man in small groups.  When you have finished we will talk about them as a class.   

1.  How would you describe the atmosphere in the African village at the beginning of the story?   
    What were the people doing?  

2.  On pages 9-13 the slave traders come to capture the people.  How did this scene make you 
     feel? What do you think you would do in a situation like this?   

3.  On p. 16 we learn about a person who “was determined to watch the course they were taking so when the time came that they could assert their freedom he would be able to lead his people back to their own village.”  Do you think that they will ever get back to their village?  Why or why not? 
4.  How were the At-mun-shi kept while they awaiting their journey to the United States?  What were the conditions like?   

5.  What is happening on pp. 22-25?  What is your impression of this scene?  

6.  What is the Copelands’ attitude towards Amos?  Why did they think he couldn’t talk? What was their opinion of him? Did they know anything about Africans?  

7.  What is Amos’s relationship with the family like? How long did he stay there?  How does the author describe his life there?  

8.  What is the situation with other slaves he knows?  Do they get their freedom?  Does Amos want to be free?  Why or why not? (p.45-6) 
9. What was the life of free Blacks like?  How was their life different from Whites?   

10. On p. 48 the author writes “yet he knew few words of the At-mun-shi remained with him except his own name?”  Do you think that this is really possible? Would you forget your first language so easily? 
11.  Why did Amos always go to the port to look at the Africans being brought to New England?   

12.  What happened to Amos after Caleb Copeland died?  What do you think will happen to him now?
13.  Finally, what have you learned from these first chapters of the book?  What did you like the best?  What surprised you? 
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Please discuss the following questions on pp. 53-73 of Amos Fortune.  

1.  What is his life with Mr. Richardson like?  How would you compare him to Mr. Copeland?   

2.  How did Amos view the Whites’ preoccupation with skin color?  How did it make him feel?  Were you surprised to learn this? 
3. Amos makes a special bargain with Mr. Richardson (p.61).  What is this for?  What do you think will happen in Amos’s future? 
4.  Under what conditions does Mr. Richardson agree to give Amos his freedom?  What is his wife’s reaction?  What is Amos’s reaction?  What did you think? 
5.  What does Mrs. Richardson do after Mr. Richardson dies?  Again, were you surprised? 
6.  What does Amos decide to do after he has received his freedom?  

7.  Why does Amos wait so long to marry Lily?  When does he finally go to see Mr. Twombly? 

8.  What do you think of the quote “[Amos] left the gentleman’s presence and went out to find Lily: his now, and a free woman because she was his (p.73)?” What does this reflect about the status of women in general and the status of Black women in particular during this time period? 
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Please discuss the following questions regarding pp. 73-108 of Amos Fortune.   
1. What kind of things does Amos ask Lydia?  Why does he ask her these things (p. 78-80) ? 
2.  What happened to Lydia only one year after Amos bought her?  How do you think she passed this year? Was it a good idea that Amos “bought” her?  Why or why not? 

3.  What is the attitude of the white people that Amos does business with?  For example, the man who gives him a hat? 
4.  What happens on the day that Violet is free?  What do they do? How does Violet’s daughter feel? 

5.  How had Violet’s life changed?  What was the difference between her life as a slave and as a free woman?  (p. 94-5)  

6.  Where are Amos and Violet going on their journey?  Why?  How did Amos feel?   

7.  How did the police treat Amos and his family when they arrived?  How did Amos react?   

8. What does Amos talk about with the parson?  Where do they go?  

9.  Where did the family sleep that night?  How did they feel about their new life?  How did you feel about your new life when you first came to this country? 
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Please discuss the following questions regarding pp. 109-130 of Amos Fortune in your groups. 
1.  How would you describe Amos’s family’s life in their new home?  How was Violet and Celyndia’s life different? 

2.  What did Celyndia do with her friends? 

3.  How is Amos’s business going? 

4.  What does Amos dream about?  What else does he want from life? 

5.  What was Amos’s weekly routine?  (p.119-120) 

6.  What was the church like?  How were the blacks treated in church? (p. 120-22) 

7.  Who is Lois?  What kind of problems does she have? 

8.  What kind of story does Amos tell Lois’s children? 

9.  How does Amos offer to help Lois and her family? 

10.  Why does Violet bury the iron kettle?  What do you think Amos will do when he finds out? 

Vocabulary: There are a lot of words used to describe how Amos tans the hides and does his work.  They are too numerous for me to define here, and I hope you got the general idea that it is a long process of several different steps using chemicals and liquids.  That’s all you really need to know! Here are the definitions of a few other words in this chapter: 

p. 109  mallet--hammer 
p. 110 loom--a tool that Violet used to make cloth for clothing 
erect-build 
p. 111 basin--a big pot or tub 
p. 112 pliable--soft and movable 
p. 113 hemlock, spruce and larch are all herbs or plants from the forest 
p. 114 coins--round money like dimes or quarters here in the US 
plot--piece 
p. 116 cantering--trotting or running on a horse 
p. 117 waist--the middle point of your body 
p. 120--pew--the chairs or benches in the church 
p. 121--congregation--the people who regularly go to the church 
p. 123--scorn-to think badly of,  mournful--sad 
p. 125-chief--a kind of king or ruler,   tribe--a group of people who share culture 
p. 126 weep--cry, 
p. 127 whip-poor-will---a small bird which comes out at night 
p. 128--soothingly--calming 
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Please discuss the following questions from pp. 130-145 of Amos Fortune in your groups. 
1.  What had Amos’s dream been since he moved to Jaffrey? 
2.  What does Amos want to do for Lois and her family?  What is Violet’s attitude towards this? 
3.  How does Amos feel when he finds out what Violet has done with the kettle? 
4.  What is Violet’s attitude towards her actions and Lois’s family?  Do you think she is justified in doing what she did?  What does she decide to do?   

5.  Where does Amos go to think?  What thoughts pass through his mind?   

6.  Why do you think that Amos decides to stay overnight in the mountains? 
7.  What sound does Amos interpret as “the voice of God?” (p. 141-2)   

8.  How does Amos decide to buy the land?  What is his belief about land?   

9.  What does Amos find when he arrives at his house?  What has Violet done?  Why?   

10.  How does Amos feel when he becomes a landowner? 
  

Mini dictionary: 
p. 130 survey--look at,  brook--stream, small river 
p. 132  snare--trap 
p. 134- fleet-footed---run 
p. 136  shiftlessness--laziness, doing nothing 
p. 138  ache--pain 
p. 139  composure--calmness 
p. 140 summit--top of the mountain 
p.141 bellowing--yelling or moaning, a loud sound 
p. 142  boulder--a big rock 
p. 144 deed--a piece of paper which gives you the ownership of property 
  

